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10/13: COVID-19 continues to be a leading cause of death in the U.S. in
September 2021

Jared Ortaliza, Kendal Orgera, Krutika Amin, and Cynthia Cox - KFF

COVID-19 was the third leading cause of death across most of 2020, but in December 2020 and early 2021, the illness
surged and briefly became the number one leading cause of death in the U.S., far surpassing even cancer and heart disease
deaths in those months.

With the rapid uptake in vaccinations in the months when vaccines first became widely available, COVID-19 deaths fell
sharply. COVID-19 dropped to the number 7 leading cause of death in the U.S. in July 2021.

However, with the more infectious COVID-19 Delta variant, insufficient vaccination rates, and local and state governments
easing up social distancing restrictions, COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations, and deaths increased again. Vaccination rates are
particularly lagging for younger adults and people living in certain states. As of October 7, 2021, about 78% of adults (ages
18+) in the U.S. have received at least one COVID-19 vaccine dose and over 50 million adults remain unvaccinated.

This brief revisits where deaths from COVID-19 rank among leading causes of death in the U.S. We find that COVID-19 was
the second leading cause of death in September 2021. We also find in September COVID-19 was the number 1 cause of
death for people age 35-54 and among the top 7 leading causes of death for people in other age groups.

We also estimate how many COVID-19 deaths were among unvaccinated adults and could have been prevented since June
2021 when safe and effective COVID-19 vaccines became widely available to all adults in the U.S. From June through
September 2021, approximately 90,000 COVID-19 deaths among adults likely would have been prevented with vaccination.
COVID-19 was the 2nd leading cause of death in the U.S. in September 2021

Looking at the most recent data available on deaths from COVID-19 and other causes, we estimate that COVID-19 was the
number 2 leading cause of death in the U.S. in September 2021. Deaths from other causes represent the daily average
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deaths from January through June of this year. (Average daily deaths from accidents and suicides in the chart above are
from 2020, as 2021 data are not yet available.)

The number of daily deaths from COVID-19 had decreased remarkably from the once staggering 3,135 deaths per day in
January 2021 but started increasing again, in August 2021, with the Delta variant wave. In September 2021, COVID-19 took
the lives of 1,899 people per day on average. By comparison, heart disease, which is typically the number one cause of
death in the U.S. each year, leads to the death of about 2,000 Americans per day, and cancer claims about 1,600 American
lives per day, on average.

As of October 2021, COVID-19 deaths are declining. However, an average of over 1,600 people per day continued to die of
COVID-19 in the first week of October 2021, even as safe and effective vaccines have been free and widely available to
adults in all states and D.C. since early May 2021. An overwhelming majority of COVID-19 deaths in the U.S. have been
among unvaccinated people, as we discuss below.

The cumulative number of deaths attributed to COVID-19 in the U.S. from the start of the pandemic through October 7, 2021
is 710,659.

COVID-19 rank fell to number 7 among leading causes of death in July but is back up to number 2 in September 2021

The chart above combines data on COVID-19 mortality rates from KFF’s tracker with data from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) to examine weekly counts of death by jurisdiction and cause of death and monthly provisional
counts of deaths by select causes. Deaths from COVID-19 and other causes in the chart above are the average daily deaths
in each month of 2020 and 2021.

For most of 2020 and in early 2021, COVID-19 was one of the top three leading causes of death in the U.S. As vaccination
rates increased, average daily deaths from COVID-19 decreased since the peak in January 2021. However, COVID-19
deaths have been increasing again recently. COVID-19’s rank among leading causes fell to number 8 in July 2021. Then,
COVID-19 rose to the number 3 leading cause of death in August 2021, and up to number 2 in September 2021.

COVID-19 was the number 1 leading cause of death for people ages 35-54 years in September 2021

To rank COVID-19 among other leading causes of death by age groups, we looked at COVID-19 deaths for each age group
in 2021 and the most recent available data for other rankable age-specific leading causes, including congenital disorders and
perinatal conditions that mostly affect children.

COVID-19 was among the top 7 leading causes of death for all age groups in September 2021. COVID-19 killed more people
age 25-34, 35-44, and 45-54 in August and in September than it did in any other month prior, despite the widespread
availability of vaccines.

In September 2021, COVID-19 ranked as the number 1 leading cause of death above accidents for people age 35-44,
number 1 above cancer for people age 45-54, number 2 above suicide for people age 25-34, and number 2 above heart
disease for people age 55-64. COVID-19 ranked number 3 among people age 65 and older, above chronic lower respiratory
disease for people age 65-74 and 75-84 years, and above Alzheimer disease for people age over 85 years.

Even among children age 1-14, COVID-19 was in the top 10 leading causes of death through August and September 2021.
Among children age 5-14, COVID-19 ranked as the number 6 leading cause of death in August and September. Among
children ages 1-4, COVID-19’s rank rose from number 13 to number 7 among leading causes of death in August 2021 and
held there in September.

Over 90,000 COVID-19 deaths since June 2021 likely would have been prevented with vaccinations

COVID-19 vaccines that are free, safe, and highly effective have been widely available to all adults in the U.S. since early
May 2021. Older and higher-risk adults in the U.S. had access to these vaccines months earlier. Therefore, by June 2021,
adults in the U.S. generally could have been fully vaccinated and protected from most cases of severe illness or death due to
COVID-19.

To estimate the number of COVID-19 deaths among adults that could have been prevented with vaccines, we looked at
COVID-19 deaths among unvaccinated people in the months after vaccines were widely available (June through September
2021). We summed COVID-19 deaths in each month since June and subtracted COVID-19 deaths among children age 0-17
years. Then, we subtracted COVID-related deaths among vaccinated people with a breakthrough COVID-19 infection from
total COVID-19 deaths among adults in each month. Even if all of the unvaccinated people who died of COVID-19 had
chosen to get vaccinated, some of those deaths may not have been preventable since vaccines are not a 100% effective. A
recent CDC study showed age-standardized vaccine effectiveness against deaths of 91% in the June 20—July 17 period and
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94% in the April 4—June 19 period. Based on this study, we assume 91% of COVID-19 deaths among unvaccinated people
likely would have been prevented with COVID-19 inoculations.

We find that since June 2021 over 90,000 lives likely would have been saved with vaccinations. Most of these preventable
deaths occurred in the last month, well after vaccines became available. In September 2021 alone, approximately 49,000
deaths likely would have been averted if they had chosen to get vaccinated against COVID-19.

10/10: Guatemala police free 126 migrants from abandoned container

[BBC] Police in Guatemala have rescued 126 migrants who were abandoned inside a shipping container at the side of a road.

They were found at dawn between the towns of Nueva Concepcién and Cocales after locals reported hearing screams inside
the trailer.

Authorities believe they were abandoned by smugglers who had been paid to take them to the US via Mexico.
More than 100 of those discovered are from the crisis-hit nation of Haiti.
There were also people from Nepal and Ghana.

Speaking after the discovery, a police spokesperson said: "We heard cries and knocks coming from inside the container. We
opened the doors and found inside 126 undocumented people.”

Officers gave the migrants first aid before escorting them to a shelter run by the Guatemalan Migration Institute.

A spokeswoman for Guatemala's migration authority, Alejandra Mena, said that the migrants had arrived in Central America
in Honduras and from there begun to make the treacherous journey north to the US.

They will now be transported back to the border with Honduras and handed over to authorities.

The discovery comes just a day after Mexican authorities detained 652 migrants, including some 350 children, travelling in
three refrigerated double-trailer trucks near the US southern border.

Soldiers at a military checkpoint in Tamaulipas searched the trucks after hearing voices inside.

The incident reflects growing concerns over the amount of migrants, among them large numbers of Haitians, taking
significant risks in their attempts to reach the US.

Since the start of 2021, more than 50 migrants have died while trying to cross a jungle corridor called the Darien Gap in
Panama, on the border with Colombia, according to the Panamanian prosecutor's office.

Haiti has suffered from years of instability, culminating in the assassination of President Jouvenal Moise in July. The following
month, the country was hit by a deadly earthquake.

Thousands of Haitians had already left the country, seeking work in countries across Latin America.

Many have begun attempting to reach the US in the belief that they qualify for Temporary Protected Status, a temporary right
to remain in the country which has been extended to Haitians already living in the US but not to new arrivals.

Last month about 13,000 Haitians gathered under a bridge connecting Del Rio in Texas to Ciudad Acufia in Mexico. Since
then the US has deported more than 7,500 people to Haiti, according to the International Organization for Migration (IOM).

The US special envoy for Haiti, Daniel Foote, resigned in protest over the deportations, saying that returning people fleeing
an earthquake and political instability was "inhumane".

But the US Department of Homeland Security's Marsha Espinosa reiterated that "our borders are not open, and people
should not make the dangerous journey"



Please Support National Immigrant Solidarity Network!

All Donations Are Tax Deductible!

Make check payable to NISN/AFGJ and it will be tax deductible! Send your check to:
National Immigrant Solidarity Network

P.O. Box 751, South Pasadena, CA 91031-0751

$100.00
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2021 Spring Fund Raising Appeal!
Support Our Community COVID Justice and Vaccine Equality
Campaign for Inner-City Community and the Global South!

Make check payable to NISN/AFGJ and it will be tax deductible! Send your check to:
National Immigrant Solidarity Network

P.O. Box 751, South Pasadena, CA 91031-0751

Please subscribe to our NISN Immigrants Daily-Info E-mail List!

Send e-mail to: isn-subscribe@lists.riseup.net

or web: http://lists.riseup.net/www/info/isn

Please join our Following NISN E-mail Lists

Asian American Labor Activism Alert!
send-e-mail to: api-la-subscribe@lists.riseup.net
or visit: http://lists.riseup.net/www/info/api-la

New York, New Jersey, Connecticut and Pennsylvania areas
immigrant workers information and alerts

send e-mail to: nyc-immigrantalert-subscribe@lists.riseup.net

or visit: M://Iists.riseup.net/www/info/nvc-immigrantalert

Virginia state-wide immigrant organizing E-mail list
send- e-mail to: va-immigrantrights-subscribe @lists.riseup.net
or visit: https://lists.riseup.net/www/info/va-immigrantrights

May Day 2017 national organizing e-mail list
send e-mail to: mayday2017-subscribe@lists.riseup.net
or visit: https://lists.riseup.net/www/info/MayDay2017

About National Immigrant Solidarity Network

NISN is a coalition of community, immigrant, labor, human rights
and student activist groups, founded in 2002 in response to the
urgent needs for the national coalition to fight immigrant bashing,
support immigrant rights, no to the sweatshops exploitation and
end to the racism on the community. Please visit our website:
http://www.ImmigrantSolidarity.org

Contact Information:
E-mail: info@ImmigrantSolidarity.org
(626)394-0710 (Los Angeles)

Please donate to NISN! (All donations are tax deductible!)
Check pay to: NISNJAFGJ

Send to: National Immigrant Solidarity Network

P.O. Box 751

South Pasadena, CA 91031-0751

Please subscribe to the U.S. Immigration Alert!
A Monthly Newsletter from National Immigrant
Solidarity Network

1 year subscription rate (12 issues) is $35.00
It will help us pay for the printing costs, as well as funding

for the NISN projects (additional donations to the ISN is tax
deductible!)

Check pay to: NISN/AFGJ

National Immigrant Solidarity Network
P.O. Box 751
South Pasadena, CA 91031-0751
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