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	New York City: COMMUNITY TO RALLYAGAINST HOT 97 HATE RADIO!

For complete story, please visit:

http://www.immigrantsolidarity.org/Campaigns/HOT97.htm

Please Sign Our Petition Letter to Protest HOT 97!
http://www.immigrantsolidarity.org/Campaigns/HOT97petition.htm


The Surge of Anti-Muslim and Anti-Chinese Xenophobia in America
In recent weeks, a surge of anti-immigrant xenophobia across the country has been targeting Chinese, Latino and Arab/Muslim immigrants. Incidents such as the "Chinese terror gang" hoax, and the Fox's hit TV series "24" showing Muslims as terrorists, clearly show the deep roots of racism and ignorance in America, where it is convenient to label other people as terrorists, spies, drug dealers, criminals, gangsters, union busting/job stealing workers, welfare queens and so on.


This is just the tip of the iceberg. Let's not forget Pastor Martin Niemöller and his famous quote:

	First they came for the Jews
and I did not speak out
because I was not a Jew.
Then they came for the Communists
and I did not speak out
because I was not a Communist.
Then they came for the trade unionists
and I did not speak out
because I was not a trade unionist.
Then they came for me
and there was no one left
to speak out for me.

National Immigrant Solidarity Network Commentary
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	Free Freddie & Andy! Stop the persecution! 
Justice for New Americans

URL: http://www.j4na.org
Tel: (510)537-2929 PO Box 120, Fremont, CA 94537 


Over three years ago, Freddie Kwong and Andy Yuan complained to their employer American Flood Research (“AFR”) and the EEOC that they were being discriminated against in their workplace. 

(Justice pg 2..) 

(..Justice, from pg 1) 

In retaliation, AFR fired them, charge them with computer sabotage, and reported them to the FBI. Subsequently, the FBI stormed and searched Freddie's house and Andy's house. Funny thing is that nothing happened for 3 years, until now! On January 14, 2005 Freddie and Andy were arrested! 


Freddie and Andy always maintained that they are innocent and they did not do anything wrong. They did not flee the area, they did not hide, nor did they shy away from the injustice -- they stood their ground and fought! They lost their jobs and they spent their savings in fighting in the federal and state courts against AFR, a much larger and powerful adversary in the hope that justice will prevail. 

 
Freddie and Andy had no prior criminal records. They are law-abiding permanent residents of the United States, and they pay their taxes. Like all immigrants, they work hard to fill their American dreams. However, in one fell swoop, AFR cast them as criminals – for having the courage to assert their United States Constitutional right not to be discriminated against. In this process, AFR fired Freddie and Andy and accused them of sabotaging of its computer system. Then, the FBI raided their homes, searched and confiscated their personal computers and other personal items. 


That was 3 years ago. During the mean time, Freddie and Andy stood their grounds and fought AFR in the courts. Now 3 years after, on January 14 2005, the FBI arrived in their homes at 6:30 AM, arrested them, and charged them with computer sabotage and conspiracy. 


Justice for New Americans (J4NA) has been following this case for the last 18 months. After reviewing all available information, we believe that AFR discriminated against Freddie and Andy, persuaded the FBI to raid their homes, and persuaded the US Attorneys to charge them. We ask that the community keep a close watch of this matter, take action, and demand justice be served! 
	
	National Immigrant Solidarity Network

Vision 2005 Strategy
National Immigrant Solidarity Network is calling for “Vision 2005 Strategy” for immigrant workers rights campaigns, includes the following visions:

· Voting Rights, Driver License for Immigrants
(Vision, Page 2..)

(..Vision, from pg 1)

· No to the Future Special Registration, Immigrant Detention and Deportation

· Oppose the CLEAR Act

· Support the DREAM Act

· Campus student outreach
· Education projects

Based on the vision, for 2005, National Immigrant Solidarity Network propose following projects to invite civic, immigrant, labor and human rights groups to participate: 


(1) Upgrade Immigrant Solidarity Network webpage to include automated posting system--so every organizations can self-posting their news and action updates on the webpage.

(2) Publishing monthly "U.S. Immigration Alerts!" newsletter.

(3) The first National Immigrant Strategy Conference at late spring or early summer at New York City.


(5) Initiate Asian Americans Against Sweatshops, the first national Asian American student-labor justice organization.


(6) Los Angeles Chinese immigrant justice projects at Los Angeles Chinatown, including a community survey and monthly public forums in L.A. Chinatown. 

(7) Mini-immigrant workers freedom tour at late 2005 along southern United States.

If you want to offer suggestions or help, please contact Lee Siu Hin from the Network.

e-mail siuhin@aol.com

(213)403-0131 (Los Angeles) 

(212)330-8172 (New York)  




Immigration News Briefs from Across the Country


Immigration News Briefs is a weekly supplement to Weekly News Update on the Americas, published by Nicaragua Solidarity Network, 339 Lafayette St, New York, NY 10012; tel 212-674-9499; fax 212-674-9139; wnu@igc.org.
1. GENDER VIOLENCE CASE IN LIMBO
In an order dated Jan. 19 and made public on Jan. 21, Attorney General John Ashcroft declined either to deny or grant asylum to Rodi Alvarado Pena, a Guatemalan woman who came to the US 10 years ago to escape repeated beatings from her husband, a soldier. Instead, Ashcroft remanded the case back to the Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA). An immigration judge granted Alvarado asylum in 1996, but the BIA reversed that ruling in 1999. On Dec. 7, 2000, the Federal Register published proposed Department of Justice (DOJ) rules on consideration of gender as a social group for asylum cases, and on Jan. 19, 2001, outgoing attorney general Janet Reno issued an order remanding Alvarado's case back to the BIA and directing it to stay reconsideration until after the rules were finalized. But the rules were never finalized, and in February 2003, Ashcroft removed the Alvarado case from the BIA and said he would decide it himself. In a February 2004 memo, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) urged Ashcroft to grant Alvarado asylum. Over 100 members of Congress have also written Ashcroft urging asylum for Alvarado.


After Ashcroft's Jan. 21 announcement, DHS spokesperson Bill Strassberger said that even if Alvarado is denied asylum, DHS "will not pursue her removal" from the US. Karen Musalo, Alvarado's lawyer at the Center for Gender and Refugee Studies (CGRS), said that decision is only a partial victory, since Alvarado cannot bring her children from Guatemala to the US until she is granted asylum. DOJ official Eric Holland said on Jan. 21 that Ashcroft wants the DOJ and DHS to jointly develop new rules covering asylum claims for domestic abuse before the Alvarado case is resolved. Strassberger said the DHS is already drafting new rules for such cases. [Seattle Times 1/22/05; San Jose Mercury News 1/22/05 from Knight Ridder; San Francisco Chronicle 1/22/05; CGRS Press Release 1/21/05]

2. SMUGGLING TRIAL CONTINUES

On Jan. 28, Houston federal judge Vanessa Gilmore refused to allow Honduran citizen Karla Chavez to withdraw her guilty plea for her role in the May 2003 deaths of 19 smuggled migrants in a tractor trailer. Chavez's lawyers had argued that the government knew of the smuggling operation. A US Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) informant testified at the Jan. 28 hearing that when he told his ICE handler that a smuggler operating for three years in the area "had a Border Patrol agent in his pocket," he was told "not to worry about it." But he and the other defense witnesses all admitted they had no specific knowledge of the events of May 13-14, 2003, when the truck carrying the smuggled migrants passed through the Sarita checkpoint in South Texas. [NY Times 1/29/05]


3. LA COUNTY TO SCREEN PRISONERS

On Jan. 25 the Los Angeles County (California) Board of Supervisors voted 3-2 to approve a plan under which ICE will train six county jail clerks to interview prisoners about their immigration status and turn over those deemed deportable. The Board of Supervisors added an amendment specifying that immigrant prisoners can only be referred to ICE if they have been convicted- not merely accused--of a crime. Groups opposing the plan included the Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund (MALDEF), the National Immigration Law Center and the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU). [LA Times 1/26/05]

4. EGYPTIAN CLERIC DEPARTS

Late on Jan. 3, ICE spokesperson Virginia Kice confirmed that Wagdy Mohamed Ghoneim, an imam at the Islamic Institute of Orange County, California, had left Los Angeles international airport that morning, was transferred in New York to an international flight and was on his way to Qatar. On Dec. 28, Ghoneim, an Egyptian citizen, had given up his fight against deportation and agreed to leave for Qatar by Jan. 7. Kice said that because Ghoneim was being removed "under safeguards," federal policy had prohibited her from confirming anything until he was out of US custody. Hussam Ayloush, executive director of the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) Southern California chapter, said the office of Rep. Christopher Cox (R-CA) had urged DHS to let Ghoneim's two teenage daughters finish the school semester, but DHS refused. Valerie Curtis-Diop, Ghoneim's attorney, said she had recommended that the family wrap up their affairs and leave as soon as possible. [LA Times 1/4/05]


5. ORLANDO MAN DIES OF CANCER

Jesse Maali, a Palestinian-born US citizen who was fighting federal charges of having hired undocumented workers at his chain of tourist businesses in Orlando, Florida, died of lung cancer on Jan. 22 at Florida Hospital Orlando. Maali was arrested on Nov. 14, 2002, and freed on $10 million bail; he was diagnosed with cancer last August while awaiting trial [see INB 3/22/03,5/24/03, 6/19/04]. [Orlando Sentinel 1/23/05]
	---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Community Actions!
ANTIIMMIGRANT LEGISLATION TO BE VOTED ON NEXT WEEK!

CONTACT YOUR CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVES!

From: vcardenas@immigrationforum.org 

National Immigration Forum
February 2, 2005: A vote on anti-immigrant legislation, introduced by House Judiciary Chairman James Sensenbrenner (R-WI), is expected in the U.S. House of Representatives early February.  

The REAL ID Act (H.R. 418) would:
- Prohibit states from issuing driver's licenses to undocumented immigrants;

- Require driver's license applicants to prove their citizenship status, and set up a system of "temporary" and "regular" licenses according to one's visa; 

- Make it more difficult for real refugees to get asylum; 

- Make people inadmissible and deportable for First Amendment-protected activity; and

- Eliminate environmental and other laws standing in the way of completing a section of fence along the U.S./Mexico border.

In addition, Representative Tom Davis (R-VA) has introduced a similar driver's license bill in the House.  The Davis bill requires immigrants to prove their lawful presence before receiving a driver's license or state-issued identity document, among other provisions.  Please see below for more information on both bills.

ACT NOW!  HERE IS WHAT YOU CAN DO
- Call your Congressional offices.  Please make phone calls this week.  Your representatives need to hear directly from you and phone calls are the most potent form of communication.  Faxed letters are also important.  To find out the phone and fax numbers for your representatives' offices visit: http://www.house.gov

- Send an email via the following website: American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA)

http://www.aila.org/images/advo/actionalert2.html

- Share this alert with your networks.  Please encourage family, friends, and co-workers to weigh in with their representatives!  
TALKING POINTS

When you call, ask to speak with the person who handles immigration issues.  Tell them you are a constituent and you are calling to ask that your representative oppose Rep. Sensenbrenner's REAL ID Act (H.R. 418) and the Davis bill (H.R. 368), tell them that:

- These bills do not make us safer, but just drive more people into the shadows;

- The intelligence reform bill that just passed in December included provisions for federal standards on driver's licenses and IDs.  The Sensenbrenner/Davis bills don't even give that law a chance to be implemented and see how it is working before imposing complicated and expensive new requirements on states.

- We need real immigration reform, not band-aid fixes that do nothing to improve homeland security or address the problems with our broken immigration system.
	Actions Need! Racists Song Attack Asian Tsunami Victims at HOT 97, New York City

National Immigrant Solidarity Network had been deeply outraged by a recent radio broad cast by New York City HOT 97's "Miss Jones in the Morning Show" ran a racist song call Tsunami Song that ridicules the victims of the Tsunami as "ch*nks" whose children will now be sold into child slavery. This is a racist and sexist song, their actions had been deeply disrespect at least 250,000 people who died from the tragedy. CONTACT HOT 97 NOW! Demand that Miss Jones and all others involved in the creation of the Tsunami Song be fired. Let them know that racial epithets and mockery of a tragedy will not be tolerated.
HOT 97
395 Hudson St. 7th Fl.
New York, NY 10014
Tel: (212) 229-9797
e-mail: jdimick@hot97.emmis.com
For complete story, please visit: http://www.immigrantsolidarity.org/Campaigns/HOT97.htm

 

Please Sign Our Petition Letter to Protest HOT 97! http://www.immigrantsolidarity.org/Campaigns/HOT97petition.htm



	About National Immigrant Solidarity Network

ISN is a coalition of community, immigrant, labor, human rights and student activist groups, founded in 2002 in response to the urgent needs for the national coalition to fight immigrant bashing, support immigrant rights, no to the sweatshops exploitation and end to the racism on the community. Please visit our website:
http://www.ImmigrantSolidarity.org

Contact Information:

E-mail: siuhin@aol.com

(213)403-0131 (Los Angeles) 

(212)330-8172 (New York)  

Please donate to ISN! (All donations are tax deductible!)

Check pay to: ActionLA/ISN
Mail to: Lee Siu Hin c/o ActionLA/ISN

1013 Mission St. #6 South Pasadena, CA 91030
Please subscribe to our ISN daily-info listserv!

send e-mail to: isn-subscribe@lists.riseup.net 
	
	Please subscribe to the U.S. Immigration Alert!

A Monthly Newsletter from National Immigrant Solidarity Network

1 year subscription rate (12 issues) is $20.00

It will help us pay for the printing costs, as well as funding for the ISN projects (additional donations to the ISN is tax deductible!)

Send your subscription request/check to:

Check pay to: ActionLA/ISN
Lee Siu Hin

National Immigrant Solidarity Network

1013 Mission St. #6

South Pasadena, CA 91030
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