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CLINIC Calls For Further Review Of Immigration Policies Implemented To Combat Terrorism

Washington, DC – With the 9/11 Commission recently concluding that aggressive U.S. immigration policies have done little in obtaining information regarding potential terrorist activities - citing four specific measures as ineffective - the Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc. (CLINIC) calls for further evaluation of counter-terrorism initiatives that focus on immigrants.    

“Since 9/11, there have been dozens of immigration policy changes made in the guise of national security,” says Donald Kerwin, Executive Director of CLINIC.  “According to counter-terror experts, some of these measures are appropriate, some are security-neutral, and some are counter-productive.  It is important to determine which of these actions are justifiable when the rights of individuals are being compromised.  Balancing liberties and securities requires a clear sense of what actually makes us safer.”

At a time when the U.S. should be reaching out to immigrant communities in order to expand its intelligence network, the government needs to weigh carefully 

- more -

whether its policies, in fact, alienate foreign-born residents. By aggressively targeting individuals with no ties to terrorism, particularly those from Middle 

Eastern countries, the U.S. may have only succeeded in fostering a sense of distrust within select communities.  With the government seen as a threat, 

individuals who could assist in an investigation or provide important leads are less likely to come forward, hindering the ability to gather intelligence. 

“There have been numerous policies involving the pursuit of immigrants that have been misguided and perhaps detrimental to the safety of the nation,” says Kerwin. “Programs like Operation Tarmac serve as a prime example of how the government’s policy has focused too many resources on immigrants while overlooking more obvious areas of concern.”

Operation Tarmac was intended to find potential security risks at airports throughout the country by examining the immigration status of the employees.  While its purpose was laudable, its design was not.  Hundreds of people working in the areas of custodial services and food preparation were arrested for various immigration violations during the sweep, but no one was deemed to be an actual threat. However, a recent investigation by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) revealed that at the time Operation Tarmac was being conducted, many of the thousands of non-immigrant personnel hired as airport screeners to increase security had criminal records, including several who had been charged with rape and manslaughter. 

CLINIC believes that one way to enhance U.S. security would be to implement a legalization program that includes thorough screening procedures.  Such a program would provide the government the opportunity to screen every immigrant.  A process that is fair, fast, and less daunting would encourage millions of undocumented persons to come forward, allowing the government to learn who is in the country, where they are located, and to gain the trust of their communities.

- more -

The Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc., a subsidiary of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops with the nation’s largest network of charitable 

immigration services with 148 affiliates in 242 field offices around the country, advocates for transparent, fair and generous immigration policies.
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